Editor's Highlight: The authors determined that N-acetyl-L-cysteine (NAC) protects human kidney proximal tubule cells against 2,3,5-tris(glutathion-S-yl)-hydroquinone (TGHQ)-induced toxicity. The important new information in this research is that NAC did not afford cytoprotection by increasing intracellular GSH levels. Rather, the results suggest that NAC can scavenge reactive oxygen species. More importantly, cytoprotection may also result, at least in part, from direct activation of extracellular signal-regulated kinase (ERK1/2) by NAC.
